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ANNOUNCEMENT 


WHuHaT IS TRANS/ GENDER? 


ASYMPOSIUM, Friday and Saturday October 22 & 
23, 1999. 


Transgender Week 99 will take place in October in 
Provincetown, MA. The week will be a festival of 
celebration for transgender people and their 

arts, thoughts, growth processes, talents, and inter- 
ests. This symposium is intended to be a showcase for 
the intellectual investigation of the core issue facing 
transgender theorists: What is gender and how does 
the understanding of it create and define 
transgender? 


This Symposium will bring together scholars and 
thinkers from several disciplines who, together with a 
small audience, will work to identify unifying themes. 
As it is the intention that this be a true symposium, 
there will be a maximum of 60 symposiasts plus 
speakers and staff. There will be no concurrent 
sessions, and the eight sessions will take place over 
two days, Friday the 22nd and Saturday the 23rd of 
October, 1999. 


The registration fee for the symposium is US$160 
(CAN$250). This includes lunch on Friday and 
Saturday. We recommend that arrangements 

for accommodations be made through the 
Provincetown Reservation system: 

800-648-0364 http://www.ptownres.com Checks 
should be made out to “TG Week Symposium,” and 
should accompany your application. 


Inquiries may be emailed to Trish Salah, 
salahp@YORKU.CA 


Registration applications should be mailed to: 
TG Week Symposium 

Department of Philosophy 

York University 

4700 Keele St. 

Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3 


A link to updated conference information will be 
found at http:/ /www.yorku.ca/TGSymp 

and more information about Fantasia Fair can be 
found at http://www.fantasiafair.org 


Triple Echo 


Volume 1 Number 4 September 1999 


Cover story, page 13. 
REGULAR FEATURES 


4 


Editorial 
When hope hinders. 


5 


Milestones 
This quarter year in trans history. 


22 


Trans Canada 


Listing of trans organizations across 
Canada. 


CONTENTS 


7 


Trans Lives 
Ben's Journey. 


8 


Canadian Task Force on Transgender Law 
Reform 


Michelle Renee issues a challenge to the trans 
community. 


10 
Books and Publishing 


For years, trans publishing has been telling our 
stories and getting the message out. The tradition 
continues. 


13 


Cover Photo Story 
Back to School! Our survey of gay, lesbian, bisexual 


and trans centres in Canadian colleges and univer- 
sities. 


18 


Runnin' the Hash 


Alison Terry participates in the Hash House 
Harriers’ Red Dress Run. 


20 


Books 


Read My Lips: Sexual Subversion and the End of 
Gender 


Triple Echo September 1999 


Editorial 


Loitering in this inconsequential way 


n the movie Clockwise, John Cleese plays a pompous headmaster with a firm devotion to 

running his life by the clock. Having finally won a coveted headmaster of the year award, 
AL he sets off to collect it at a ceremony in his honour. Before long, however, life takes over and 
his calm, orderly journey turns into a comic nightmare of missed turns, lost clothes and mad- 
deningly inappropriate travelling parmers. Through all his misfortunes, he perseveres, con- 
stantly checking his watch, readjusting his expectations and convincing himself he can still 
make it. Finally, after yet another opportunity to arrive on time turns into disaster, he finds 
himself sitting in a water filled, roadside ditch. A feeling of peace overcomes him as he surren- 
ders to the reality that he will not be collecting his award. He needn’t struggle anymore. 

At that moment a lone car appears on the road and a stranger stops and asks him what 
he’s doing in the ditch. When Cleese explains, the stranger offers him a change of clothes and a 
ride to the awards ceremony. Cleese stares at him in stupefaction and ponders whether it could 
be true. Could he make it after all? He sighs, looks to the heavens and in a weary voice says, 
“Oh, Lord, it’s not the despair I can’t stand. It’s the hope!” 

I’ve retained this scene in my memory because I’ve frequently had the truth of it reso- 
nate in my head. Trans people often hold out hope that one day they will no longer be trans, 
that they’ll quietly and permanently adopt their gender of choice and fade into the main- 
stream. It seems to hold the promise of an easier life, although even the most passable trans- 
sexuals get outed one day, if only to their intimate partners. It’s possible to lie about yourself, 
of course, although it is hardly the basis of a healthy relationship to do so. One may argue that 
the lot of all trans people would be a better one if all post-op transsexuals were forthright 
about who they are, but I am hardly inclined to be judgemental. 

The hope for a conventional life, with all its promised ease, is often at the back of my 
mind. When I think of all the trans people living in poverty and their difficulty in finding life 
partners, it’s easy for me to think there’s no future in being trans. Because I don’t fit neatly into 
any of the trans categories and because, being 6' 3", I will never be anything but noticeable, my 
strategy for survival often centres upon a retreat from trans living. 

However understandable it may be that at times I hope for an easier life, I also know 
that my expectation that it could be achieved through conventional means is illusory. It’s folly 
to think that denying who I am would somehow make my life easier. Yet that’s still what I am 
often negotiating with myself. All this has had the undesirable side effect of sapping my 
energies and diverting them away from the task at hand. I often feel like I have been, to borrow 
Jan Morris’s phrase, “loitering in this inconsequential way”, trying to get the best of both 
worlds while not fully experiencing either. 

I recognize rationally that the only course of action is to take the bull by the horns and 
trust to fate that such an approach will also steer me away from some of the unpleasant reali- 
ties of trans life, but still I falter. Still I hope for an easier way. 

John Cleese eventually makes it to his headmasters’ awards ceremony. Battered and 
bedraggled, his clothes and his dignity in shreds, he picks up his award and delivers his speech 
while his carefully constructed world crumbles around him. It was hardly the way he planned 
it, but he made it nonetheless and he learned something along the way. 

I think there’s something in that for all of us. 


Teddy Michaels 
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Milestones 
September 


1939 


Sigmund Freud dies. Although Freud had no direct 
interest in transvestism, his theories on the psychopa- 
thology of fetishism were adopted by the psychoana- 
lysts who used his work as the basis of their ap- 
proach to treatment for crossdressing. 


1916 


Flora Sandes publishes her first autobiography 
covering her experiences as a soldier and “honorary 
man” in the Serbian army. Although Sandes originally 
signed on as a nurse with St. John’s Ambulance, she 
became a soldier, served under fire, was hit by a 
bomb, knocked unconscious and dragged from the 
battlefield. She eventually rose to the rank of Cap- 
tain. Throughout her years in the Serbian army, she 
conducted speaking tours to raise funds for the 
Serbian cause. 


1642 


The beginning of Puritan dominance in England 
marked the closing of theatres and the effective end 
of men playing women's roles. As theatres reopened 
in 1660 upon the restoration of Charles II to the 
throne, women were allowed upon the English stage, 
despite the opposition of the actors’ guilds. It was not 
until the end of the century that women won fully the 
struggle to play female roles onstage, thus putting 
the female impersonator into the category of comic 
curiosity. 


1551 


Henri III, future king of France, born. Henri wore 
women's clothes and make up much of the time, and 
was attended by his mignons, or favourites many of 
whom were also similarly attired. Until his early 
twenties, Henri was a profligate woman-chaser. 
Afterwards, his desires turned toward men. His 
behaviour proved an easy target for his enemies, as 
the royal family was accused of being "false to 
nature, false to their country, false to Christianity." 
Henri's mother, Catherine de Medici, was also 
accused of intentionally corrupting and feminizing 
Henri so that she could rule France herself. 
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Milestones 
October 


1990 


Female impersonator Craig Russell dies of an AIDS 
related illness in Toronto. Russell's impersonations of 
great lady stars like Mae West, Judy Garland and 
Barbra Streisand in the semi-autobiographical 1977 
movie Outrageous catapulted him from Toronto's gay 
club circuit to such prestigious venues as the city's 
Imperial Room and New York's Carnegie Hall. "Craig 
was a warm and generous person who was just 
unable to cope with the question: Who is Craig 
Russell - a man or a woman?" said his manager and 
publicist Gino Empry. 


1946 


Holly Woodlawn, the last of Andy Warhol's super- 
stars and inspiration behind Lou Reed's infamous 
line "Holly came from Miami F-L-A”", born in Puerto 
Rico. Holly Woodlawn starred in such Warhol/ Paul 
Morrisey films as Trash and Women in Revolt. She 
recounted her life in the fast lane in her amusing 
memoir A Low Life in High Heels. 


1945 


Divine, star of such films as Pink Flamingos and 
Female Trouble, born Harris Glen Milstead in Balti- 
more, Maryland. He was a childhood friend of 
director John Waters, whose early films starring 
Divine were considered masterpieces of bad taste. 
Divine didn't like being called a transvestite: "I don't 
want to look like anyone else. I want to look like an 
individual. I don't bother anybody and don't want to 
be bothered.” Divine died in 1989. 


1924 


Director Ed Wood Jr. born in Poughkeepsie, New 
York. See page 12 for full profile. 


1728 


Charles Genevieve Louis Andre Timothee d'Eon born 
in Tonnerre, France. Perhaps the most famous of all 
historical trans persons, the Chevalier d'Eon was an 
accomplished diplomat and expert swordswoman. 
Upon his return from England in 1777, the Chevalier 
lived as a woman until her death in 1810. 


November 


1996 


Twelve national trans organizations sign Articles of 
Association for GenderPac and form a board of 
directors. The signing marks the first time the gender 
community has consolidated its resources to address 
gender-based oppression. 


1980 


Mae West dies. Known primarily for her movie roles, 
Mae West was also an accomplished playwright. In 
1928 detectives from the New York City vice squad 
raided the Biltmore Theatre and closed down West's 
play Pleasure Man. Its crime was “endangering the 
morals of youth and others" through its cast, a troupe 
of female impersonators. Said West: "How many 
thousand female impersonators do you think there 
are in the country? Are they going to put them all out 
of business?” Although she was cleared of all charges, 
by the end of the 1920s female impersonation had 
been demonized and most were indeed put out of 
business. 


1931 


Colette finishes her book The Pure and the Inipure, a 
compendium of sexual variations. "I frequented a 
society perishing on the margin of all societies..The 
adherents of this clique of women exacted secrecy for 
their parties, where they appeared dressed in long 
trousers and dinner jackets and behaved with unsur- 
passed propriety.” 


1827 


Having enlisted in the British army, Dr. James Barry 
rises to the rank of Surgeon-Major. Through a long 
and illustrious career, he saw considerable foreign 
service, serving at the Cape of Good Hope, in Malta, 
the West Indies and Canada. Dr. Barry was “a beard- 
less lad...with an unmistakeably Scotch type of 
countenance - reddish hair and high cheekbones. 
There was a certain effeminacy in his manner which 
he seemed to be always striving to overcome." Upon 
his death in 1865, the War Office held an inquiry in 
which it was reported that the body of James Barry 
“was that of a woman in every respect." 
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Trans Lives 


BEN'S JOURNEY 


What do you want to be when you grow up? 


God had played a dirty trick on me — maybeI 

had a girl’s body, but I never felt like I was a she 
or her, or girl, or female. In fact I felt insulted when- 
ever I was referred to as those. Insulted and invisible 
countless times a day. Every night when I said my 
prayers I'd pray to wake up in the morning as a boy. 
Every morning I'd lift the covers, hoping for a trans- 
formation, only to be disappointed again. 

As painful as it was, I never told anyone about 
my secret when I was little — I knew I wouldn’t be 
understood or taken seriously. But I didn’t hide who 
I was. I can remember asking my siblings and my 
friends to call me Mike, or later, Dan. My interests 
and activities were stereotypically male. When I was 
in public school the dress code dictated appropriate 
attire for students, which meant I had to wear girl 
“drag” to school. I convinced my friends and class- 
mates that I was twins — at home, where I could 
wear what I wanted I was Dan, at school I was Anne. 

When I was about 14, late for a ball practice 
one day, I ran through the house and up the stairs to 
get my glove. On the way I heard my parents’ guest 
say, “that must be your son”. I was thrilled. I didn’t 
hear my father’s response, but the next day he gave 
me an ultimatum: grow your hair or get your ears 
pierced. I was devastated. My father was forcing me 
to look like a girl. The rage I felt continued to be my 
constant companion. 

Puberty came late for me and I was grateful. I 
believed it was a sign that I really was male. My 


I figure I was about eight years old when I felt like 
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fantasies were dashed when I awoke one morning to 
find I’d “become a woman”. My first thought was 
that I needed to have a hysterectomy — I couldn't 
bear the thought of being reminded, every month, 
that I was now one of those “w” people. 

A year or so later my family moved to another 
province. I was 16 by now and decided that I should 
grow up, take adavantage of the opportunity to 
recreate myself, accept that I was female, and start 
behaving like one. My sister, who’s a few years 
younger than I am, was my coach. I started wearing 
gender-appropriate clothing, and tried to be more 
feminine. I desperately tried to ignore who I really 
was and was relatively successful. I graduated from 
high school, then university. I got married. My 
partmer and I were, and still are, very happy together. 

In 1995 I heard a story about a transsexual who 
was murdered. His name was Brandon Teena. The 
reporter said that Brandon was really a girl who was 
confused about her sexuality. At that moment I was 
re-connected with the source of my rage. I believed 
that Brandon was absolutely not confused about his 
gender identity. It was then I realized that I had to 
deal with my own gender issues. 

Four years have passed since then. After a lot 
of soul-searching and hard work, hormones and 
surgery, I’ve recreated myself again. I am now legally 
male. My partner and I just recently celebrated 16 
years together with a re-commitment ceremony. I 
know that my best years are ahead of me. That beats 
wanting to be dead — any day. 


THE CANADIAN TASK FORCE FoR 
TRANSGENDER LAW REFORM 


Executive Director Michelle Renee issues a challenge to trans people. Get 
involved in defining the kind of community you want or be prepared to let it 


be defined for you. 


The purpose of the Canadian Task Force for 
Transgendered Law Reform is to use legislative 
reform or any other appropriate jurisdictional or 
regulatory means to facilitate the acceptance of 
transgendered people in Canadian society, to safe- 
guard their basic rights and freedoms, and to define 
and protect their particular needs. In so doing, we 
will help to eliminate guilt, shame and fear from the 
lives of transgendered people and replace these with 
a sense of acceptance, pride, and safety. 

Transgendered people are one of the prime 
victims of hate crime. Many live in constant fear for 
their lives and physical security. Should they openly 
acknowledge who they are, they risk not only hateful 
retaliation but the loss of their family, relationships 
and jobs. This must stop. Communities throughout 
Canada must include the transgendered in the 
language when mapping out strategies for hate crime 
legislation, as we are not defined by crimes relating 
to sexual orientation. 

Unfortunately, there are far too few 
transgendered individuals willing to stand up and be 
counted. What this means is that those few who have 
expressed their individual views and perceptions 
have had their views taken as gospel, or have never 
been challenged. 

Organizations such as EGALE (Equality for 
Gays and Lesbians Everywhere) have made many 

inroads in dealing with same sex marriages, hate 
crimes and related issues. It has been stated that 
their issues are our issues in every sense of the word. 


Well, simply put, that’s utter nonsense. Sexual orien- 
tation and gender identity are not the same. To admit 
them being identical, it would presume that all 
transgendered individuals are either gay or lesbian. 
That again is simply not true. 

It may be argued that a post op male to female 
transsexual is still a male. Their anatomy is now 
female and their identification female. When enter- 
ing into a relationship with a male, my belief is that 
this would hardly be considered a “same sex mar- 
riage”. To that end, many transsexuals are severing 
relationships with Pride and the GLBT communities. 
Many transgendered support groups throughout 
North America are following suit. 

It further seems that some transgendered 
spokespersons and leaders have lost sight of the fact 
that there are an increasing number of transgendered 
individuals coming out that are married with sup- 
porting wives. To many of those wives, it makes 
absolutely no sense for transgendered persons to be 
associated with gays and lesbians, if in fact their 
spouses who are transgendered are neither. Many 
people simply can’t understand why the issues are 
the same in "every sense of the word.” Many of them 
see transgender as being gay by association. While 
this hardly makes them homophobic, it does raise 
many questions that are not being properly ad- 
dressed. 

The disheartening issues also come from the 
transgendered communities themselves. All too 
many don’t understand nor appreciate the need for 
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specific laws that would protect them as 
transgendered individuals. An issue as simple as 
which washroom to use could turn into a nightmare. 
There are and have been cases where male to female 
transsexuals have been publicly harassed and humili- 
ated in a mall by security staff when using a female 
washroom. The same could happen to a female to 
male transsexual or a cross dresser. The harassment 
and humiliation is one issue. What if the individual 
was charged with trespassing? What about wash- 
rooms for transsexuals making their transition in the 
workplace? Some transsexuals are forced to use a 
separate washroom in the bowels of the building or 
use a signaling method to indicate that they are ina 
washroom. This is but one issue that the gay and 
lesbian community has a difficult time understanding 
as it is not an issue that affects them. So why should 
they be dedicating resources to fight such an issue? 
Also, there are some lesbians who are offended by 
the presence of a male to female individual in their 
space. If they resent the presence, think of a straight 
female's opinion. 

There are many issues that need to be ad- 
dressed such as competent counseling for 
transgendered individuals in crisis; proper medical 
care outside the bounds of institutions such as the 
Clarke and policies for transgendered individuals 
that have been incarcerated, whether it be a munici- 
pal holding facility or a federal facility. 


Want To Have ACCcEss TO RELIABLE, 
ACCESSIBLE, QUALITY HEALTH Care? 


Become a part of the Trans Peoples Political 
Action Network. 


TPPAN is trying to build a resource guide of 
trans-friendly health care and support 
services. 


If you know of a good doctor, counselor, 
psychiatrist, or support centre, why not share 
that information with the community? 


For more information, please call: (613) 594- 
5756 or e-mail: flundie @engsoc.carleton.ca 
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In order for a Task Force of this nature to work, 
it takes people. Transgendered people. This task force 
circulated a Draft Policy across Canada looking for 
input and suggested changes. The replies were not 
encouraging to say the least. Less than a dozen 
individuals responded. With months of work devel- 
oping a draft copy of suggested reforms, the re- 
sponses were very discouraging. 

Iam reminded of how many transgendered 
individuals were upset that the T was added to GLB 
without very much deliberation or discussion. It just 
happened. How the transgender communities 
evolve, will also just happen, and it may be very 
much less than appealing to many individuals after 
the fact. 

In order for this Task Force to be effective, we 
need the help and ideas of many transgendered 
individuals. You need not be out in public or knock- 
ing on doors, but your input is very much needed. 
People are needed for research, preparing surveys, 
making phone calls etc. 

If you would like to help and know that your 
thoughts and efforts are being put to work, please 
contact us either by mail or e-mail at one of these 
addresses. 


Ctftlr@ottawa.com 
CTFTLR P.O. Box 47060 Ottawa, Ontario K1B 5P9 
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Books and Publishing 


Getting the 
Moessazse 


ut 


by Teddy Michaels 


rans people have always been pamphleteers. We have a tradition 

of publishing cheaply produced fiction and informational publi- 

cations. When we were ignored by the mainstream, or treated 
with condescension by professional publishing houses, a few brave 
and enterprising trannies were communicating to us through - it must 
be admitted - largely unsophisticated books, booklets and journals. 


Transvestia, first published by Virginia Prince in 
the 1960s, was a great example of this type of pub- 
lishing. Though it was hardly a model of profession- 
alism, Transvestia was valuable because it gave 
transvestites a voice, a voice denied them by profes- 
sional publishers. Publishers, if they were interested 
in trans people at all, only saw us as objects of study, 
to be explicated by doctors and academics. We had 
no voice at all but for the publications we produced 
ourselves. (Ironically, these then became sources of 
study for academics who put their own spin on what 
we were saying and sold their interpretations back to 
professional publishers.) 

In the 1970s, Seattle’s Empathy Press had an 
entire catalogue of booklets on transgendered behav- 
iour. Publications like Drag Queen: A Study of the Life 


Style of the Drag Queen and Transvestism bore all the 
trademarks of trans publishing. They were done on 
the cheap, but because their print run was relatively 
low, were generally overpriced; they were written, 
usually poorly, by an anonymous or pseudonymous 
author and the design and editing were clearly 
unprofessional. Although the publisher pretended 
they were scholarly studies for the general public, 
everyone knew they were for a trans audience. No 
academic would use Empathy Press publications as 
reliable references, except perhaps as an insight into 
the trans mind. 

Ultimately, what made these publications 
valuable to us was that they were written by trans 
people about trans people and we were starved for 
stories about ourselves. 
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T Then I first saw the cover of Mom, I Need to 
be a Girl I knew Thad to have it. Without 
even opening it up, I could see it bore all 

the hallmarks of trans publishing. Although Walter 

Trook Publishing, the book’s publisher, may not in 

fact be operated by trans people, the subject and the 

presentation are pure trannie. More a booklet thana 
book, the cover has a drawing of a male looking into 

a mirror and seeing the reflection of a female. The 

drawing is further ornamented with a fussy, flowery 

motif in the top right hand corner. This is sucha 
ubiquitous and typically romantic male to female 
graphic design image that it’s almost comforting in 
its lack of originality, a type of shorthand we recog- 
nize immediately. The book - its large print, numer- 
ous drawings and plentiful white spaces pushes it 
past the 64 pages that commonly define a booklet - is 
written by Just Evelyn, which, if there were any 
doubt about its heritage, pretty well settles the issue. 

So you know what you’re getting before you 
even open the cover and once you open the cover 
you're not disappointed. The writing isn’t great, the 
design is poor (why do trans publications insist on 
going without a proper title page?) and the editing is 
bad. So by every conventional measure it’s a rotten 
book, right? 

Wrong! It’s the miracle of trans publishing. The 
importance of the story far outweighs the book’s 
more conventional drawbacks. 

Most trans people know very early in their 
lives that their thinking and feeling are out of synch 
with the bodies they inhabit, or with the meaning 
with which their bodies have been imbued. Youth is a 
period of intense loneliness and often of intense 
despair. A book like Mom, I Need to be a Girl resonates 
with trans people because we see ourselves in it. At 
times as I was reading this book, J thought that Just 
Evelyn couldn’t be a real mother, that this book was 
just the product of a trans imagination. It reminded 
me so much of the trans fantasy stories I read years 
ago that I thought it surely had to be another one. But 
no, it’s apparently real; and if the story of one moth- 
er’s struggle to do the best for her trans child, despite 
the predictable obstacles put in front of her by the 
people that were supposed to be helping her, is not 
yet a sign of a better life for young trans people, it is 
at least a sign of hope. Just Evelyn is one amazing 
woman, not just for her courage but for her ingenuity 
in getting things done. She circumvents bureaucra- 
cies, stretches the law and lectures the “helping 
professions” for their ignorance of trans lives. 

This book is especially timely because this is an 
issue that is starting to appear in the mainstream 
media. In 1995 a Port Alberni, British Columbia 
teenager was suspended from school for wearing a 
dress to class. Last year Time magazine reported on 


By Just Evelyn 


All the hallmarks of trans publishing. 


the problems Alex McClendon was having with her 
school. 

Alex, who is male born but says she’s “95% 
girl”, was the new kid in town at Carrollton, Georgia 
who reported to school using her genuine middle 
name and in her preferred female persona. When the 
news broke, it provoked an outcry from the conserva- 
tive rural community. “Parents of kids in younger 
grades complained that Alex was negatively influ- 
encing their children. After a closed-door session, the 
school demanded that Alex either start dressing like a 
boy or leave.” So she left. 

Young trans people are finding the courage to 
speak up. As they do, these sorts of conflicts will 
become more common and parents will have to make 
the kinds of decisions Just Evelyn made. 

(Incidentally, it is worthwhile to note that 
fellow students in both Port Alberni and Carrollton 
supported their trans friends by protesting the 
respective schools’ decisions. Another reason for 
hope.) 

So, Mom, I Need to be a Girlisa good book and 


Triple Echo September 1999 


11 


it succeeds because it has the elements that we need 
from our trans publications. It’s an important story 
about a trans person, written by one of us (for surely 
Just Evelyn can be considered one of us) and it ends 
happily. The world is undoubtedly not yet ready for 
the message it preaches, but the time is coming when 
these issues will have to be addressed. Trans youth is 
banging on the door. 


Editor's note: Entpathy Press still exists. Their publica- 
tions can be ordered through Mags Inc., a company that 
distributes trannie literature to the masses. Their web site 
can be located at www.magsinc.com. Empathy Press now 
specializes in “crossdressing novelettes”. 


Empathy Press: Trans pamphleteering from the 1970s. 


Life Style 
of the 
Drag Guden 


Movies Done CHEAP: ED Woop's PASSION 


Great news for Ed Wood fans. The late film 
director's last script, his personal favourite, is 
currently in pre-production. Wood, whose movies 
were often so bad they were good, including the 
transvestite classic Glen or Glenda, died in 1978. His 
reputation received a boost after Tim Burton made 
a film about his obsession with movies and his 
friendship with Bela Legosi. 

Cinequanon Pictures International Inc., is the 
film distribution company currently responsible for 
Wood’s script I Woke Up Early The Day I Died. Billy 
Zane is reportedly set to take the starring role. 

Born October 10th, 1924 in Poughkeepsie, 
New York, Ed often ran around his neighbourhood 
taking pictures while dressed as a girl. Before these 
two passions were to flower in Hollywood, Ed 
enlisted in the marines six months after Pearl 
Harbour. He lost his front teeth to a rifle butt, took 
several bullets in the leg and earned a drawerfull of 
medals, all the while wearing his favourite pink 
underwear. After leaving the Marines, Ed joined a 
travelling carnival, arriving in Hollywood in 1947. 

By 1948 Ed had written, produced, directed, 
and performed in his first big failure, the stage play 
The Casual Company. Along with his collaborators, 
he was one of the first true independent filmmak- 
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ers to emerge after the Consent Decree of 1948, 
which broke the monopoly of the major studios’ 
ownership of movie theatres. 

Ed hawked his material around Hollywood 
until, in 1954, he found enough money to make his 
first feature film, Glen or Glenda, starring himself 
and Bela Lugosi. Lugosi, cruelly and unfairly 
dropped by Hollywood, went on to star in other Ed 
Wood films, notably Plan 9 From Outer Space, 
without ever receiving much in the way of pay (he 
wanted just enough money to keep his morphine 
habit going). Only one of Ed’s movies, Bride of The 
Monster, ever made money. Unfortunately, Ed had 
sold in excess of 100% of the film to backers. 

What Ed lacked in business sense, he more 
than made up in enthusiasm. Rumour has it that 
Ed could type faster drunk than most men sober. 

As Tim Burton’s movie made abundantly 
clear, Ed lived to make movies. He was never in the 
business to make money. An original, he died at the 
age of 53, an alcoholic with many projects still in 
his mind and in his battered briefcase. He was 
voted worst director of all time two years later, but 
with an Ed Wood script now in the works and his 
trans novels in print, Ed is laughing from the 
grave. 
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Photo Story 


BACK TO SCHOOL! 


ne memory I have of my years at Carleton 
University is notable for its superficial 
meaninglessness. 

I was in the stairwell of Carleton’s Arts Tower 
on my way up to a seminar on the fourth floor. As I 
approached the landing between the third and fourth 
floors, I became aware of a woman descending the 
stairs to my right. I first saw her ballerina flats, her 
stockinged legs, then the off white dress she was 
wearing and finally, when we met up on the landing, 
her handsome face and long dark hair. The complete 
picture, when I finally saw it, was one of feminine 
grace. We exchanged a glance, passed by each other, 
and then she was gone. 

That’s it. No great romance followed. I never 
even spoke to her. I believe I saw her from time to 
time after that, but I don’t remember exactly. Don’t 
ask what I was wearing, what I learned that day, or 
even what class I was going to. That I don’t remem- 
ber either. 


Why this memory has stayed with me all these 
years has much to do with my emotional state at the 
time. My university days were not especially happy 
ones. If during high school my trans identity went 
from innocence to the frightening realization that this 
was going to cause me major problems, then univer- 
sity was the culmination of that particular journey. I 
became convinced there was no solution to my 
problems and spent a lot of time escaping this de- 
pressing thought in Oliver’s and Mike’s Place, 
Carleton’s on campus pubs. This temporary solution 
had the long term effect of sapping what little self 
confidence I had in the first place. At times it seemed 
like a race to see whether I could graduate before I 
fell apart altogether. 

This is why I remember the woman in the 


All photographs taken on the campus of Carleton Univer- 
sity, Ottawa. Photos by Randi, except where noted. Text by 
Teddy Michaels. 
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T Michaels 


services to trannies are trans friendly and are often 
capable of providing referrals. 

Most GLBT centres are funded by the students 
associations of Canadian universities, which means a 
portion of the student’s tuition is diverted toward 
their operation. Trans people at universities and 
colleges across Canada should use the resources 
available to them. 

The university pub is a great place to visit, but 
there are no answers at the bottom of a pitcher of 


stairwell so vividly. She looked to me so comfortable 
in her clothes, in her body, and in her self that my 
fragile state of mind suddenly became undermined 
by a stab of intense frustration, envy, sorrow and a 
dozen other emotions I couldn’t possibly untangle or 
make sense of, except that I knew none of them were 
positive. 
The emotion was too intense to last, and yet it 
was enough to create an enduring memory and, 
incidentally, to bury me for the rest of that day. 

Sometimes, when I’m not feeling especially beer. 
strong, I still see women who do this to me, although 
nowadays the pain has muted itself into the dull 
ache of a life not yet fully realized. 

Recently when I visited Carleton’s Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Centre, I 
wondered aloud what my life would have been 
like had Carleton had such a place when I was 
studying there. It was, I realized immediately, a 
thetorical question. It would have been better for 
me, obviously, and I would likely have accom- 
plished those things I have managed to accom- 
plish a lot earlier in my life. But that was then, 
and those times were different. 

Happily, trans people across Canada need 
not face university and college alone anymore. 
While gay and lesbian centres have been a fixture 
in Canadian universities for many years, recently 
many of these centres have expanded their 
mandate to include trans people. Even those 
without the resources or expertise to provide 
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GLBT Centres in Canadian 
Universities and Colleges. 


Information obtained by survey of LGBT 
Centres. Centres marked by asterisk 
indicate information obtained through 
secondary sources. 


Alberta 


“GLASS (Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual 
Academics, Students & Staff) 
Rm. 312A, MacEwan Hall 
University of Calgary 

2500 University Drive NW 
Calgary, AB T2N 1N4 

Phone: (403) 220-2872 

E-mail: glass@acs.ucalgary.ca 
Web: www.ucalgary.ca/~glass 


Educational, social and political events. 
Meetings/movies held on a biweekly basis 
during Fall and Winter sessions. 


OUTreach: Gays Lesbians and Bisexuals 
on Campus 

Box 75 SUB 

University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB T6G 2}7 

E-mail: outreach@ualberta.ca 

Web: www.ualberta.ca/~outreach 


A student group for gay, bisexual, lesbian, 
transgendered and straight, but not narrow, 
people. Weekly meetings with speakers and 
other activities. 


British Columbia 


Pride Network 

University College of the Fraser Valley 
Curtis Magnuson, RSW 

Field Education Coordinator 

Dept. of Social Services & Social Work 
33844 King Road, Rm. B344 
Abbotsford, BC V2S 7M8 

Phone (604) 864-4640 

Fax: (604) 855-7558 

E-mail: magnusonc@ucfv.be.ca 


We are a small group of faculty, staff, and 
students, and have only been in existence for 
one year. To date, we have not had any trans 
members self-identify but they would be 
welcome to attend and participate in any of 
our activities. 


Out on Campus, Simon Fraser University 
c/o SFSS, 8888 University Drive 
Burnaby, BC V5A 156 

Phone: (604) 291-5933 

Fax: (604) 291-5843 

E-mail: out-on-campus-info@sfu.ca 

Web: www.sfu.ca/out-on-campus 


Lounge, with magazines, music and kitchen 
facilities; library of GLBT books, social events 
and activism. (GLBT peer counselling is also 
available through the SFU health services.) 


Pride UBC 
University of British 
Columbia 

Box 9 - Student 
Union Building 
Vancouver, BC 
V6T 1WS5 

Phone: (604) 822- 
4638 

Fax: (604) 822-9019 
Att’n: pride 
E-mail: prideubc@ 
interchange.ubc.ca 


Resource group for the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgendered 
community at the 
University of British 
Columbia. UBC has 
approximately 30 to 
35 thousand full and 
part lime students and 
a growing queer 
population due to its 
proximity to Vancou- 
ver's gay district. 


Lesbian, Gay, and 

Bisexual Alliance 

(LGBA) 

Student Union Building, B118 
University of Victoria 

Victoria, BC V8W 2YZ 

Phone (250) 472-4393 

E-mail: lgba@uvss.uvic.ca/~lgba/ 


Referrals for trans people to other groups in 
the Victoria area. 


New Brunswick 


UNB/STU Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
University of New Brunswick 

UNB SUB, PO Box 4400 

Fredericton, NB E3B 5A3 

E-mail: gala@unb.ca 

Web: www.unb.ca/gala/index.html 


Open discussions and social events. Scant 
trans resources at present. 


“Catalyst 

Mount Allison University 
Sackville, NB EOA 3C0 
Phone: (506) 364-2357 
Fax: (506) 364-2216 
E-mail: bsutton@MTA.ca 


Support for LGBT students and information 
about LGBT issues for members and the 
university community. Catalyst organizes a 
yearly public forum on LGBT issues and 
occasional social activities. 


Newfoundland 
*LBGT-MUN 


Memorial University of Newfoundland 
PO Box 4200 


St. John’s, NF A1C 5S7 
E-mail: Ibgtmun@plato.ucs.mun.ca 
Web: www.ucs.mun.ca /~Ibgtmun 


Meets on the campus of Memorial University. 
Also offers support sessions for women and 
transgendered persons. 


Nova Scotia 


Acadia Pride 

Acadia University 

ASU Box 6836 

Wolfville, NS BOP 1Z1 

Phone: (902) 585-2165 

E-mail: acadia.pride@acadiau.ca 
Web: dragon.acadiau.ca/~apride/ 


Provides a gay community at Acadia and 
promotes awareness of GLBT issues on 
campus. Holds events and meetings with 
guest speakers. 


Ontario 


Guelph Queer Equality (GQE) 

c/o The Central Student Association 
2nd Floor University Centre 

The University of Guelph 

Guelph, ON N1G 2W1 

Phone: (519) 824-4120 ex. 6702 
E-mail: gqe@uoguelph.ca 

Web: www.uoguelph.ca/~gqe 


Weekly discussion meetings on issues affecting 
the queer community. GQE coordinates social 
events, provides a safe drop-in space and 
disseminates information through their 
resource centre. 
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Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgendered 
Centre of McMaster 

McMaster University 

c/o Hamilton Hall, Rm. 406 

Hamilton, ON L8S 4K1 

Phone (905) 525-9140 ex. 27397 

Fax: (905) 529-3208 

E-mail: glbt@msu.mcmaster.ca 

Web: www-msu.mcmaster.ca/services / 
glbt/gibt.htm 


Provides a safe space on campus (Hamilton 
Hall, Room 412), social and discussion 
groups, newcomers’ group, peer support 
program, an ally program so that everyone at 
McMaster can show support for glbt people, 
weekly radio show, column in the student 
paper, special events such as lectures and 
dances and educational talks on campus. 


*Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Affairs 
University of Western Ontario 

Room 340, University Community Centre 
London, ON N6A 3K7 

Phone: (519) 661-3574 

Fax: (519) 661-3816 


Provides information and support for gay, 
lesbian and bisexual students attending the 
University of Western Ontario. 


Carleton University GLBT Centre 
PO Box 401 Unicentre 

Carleton University 

Ottawa, ON KIS 5B6 

Phone: (613) 520-3723 

Fax (shared) (613) 520-3704 
E-mail: flundie@chat.carleton.ca 


Provides support, educational and advocacy 
services to Carleton University staff, students 


and faculty. Resource Centre, social activities, 


speakers bureau, GLBT Ally Program, 
lobbying, anti-homophobia and biphobia 
workshops. 
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Pride Centre de la Fierté 
University of Ottawa 

215 E UCU, 85 University Private 
Ottawa, ON KIN 6N5 

Phone: (613) 562-5800 ex. 3161 
E-mail: uopride@uottawa.ca 


Referral services to local organizations, weekly 
social groups for men and wonien (separate 
and together), GLBTQ awareness workshop, 
library services, safe space. 


*Trent Queer Collective (TQC) 
Trent University 

c/o TCSA 

Peterborough, ON K9J 7B8 
Phone: (705) 743-5414 

Fax: (705) 748-1002 

E-mail: queer@trentu.ca 

Web: www.trentu.ca/queer 


Open to the student population and the 
community at large. Safe space and resource 
centre for the queer community. 


“Bisexual, Lesbian and Gay Association of 
Cambrian College 

1400 Barrydowne Road, Rm. 1168 
Sudbury, ON P3A 3V8 

Phone: (705) 566-8101 ex. 7919 

Toll Free: 1-800-461-7145 ex. 7919 

Fax: (705) 524-5804 Att’n: BLAG 

E-mail: blag@venus.cambrianc.on.ca 
Web: www.cambrianc.on.ca/ 
studentservices/blag 


Monthly support meetings, newsletter twice 
per school year. BLAG welcomes volunteers 
and suggestions to help the Association. 


Fierté@boréal 

Boréal College 

21, boulevard Lasalle 
Sudbury, ON P3A 6B1 

Phone: (705) 560-6673 ex. 8101 


E-mail: fierte@canada.com 
Web: www.borealc.on.ca/vie_collegial/ 
clubs/fierte.htm 


*Pride@LU 

(Laurentian University Bisexual, Gay. 
Lesbian and Transgendered Association) 
Phone: (705) 673-6506 

E-mail: Pridelu@geocities.com 

Web: www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood /3859 


Support for students and staff. Services 
include a confidential support group that 
meets weekly and socials. 


“Pride Central: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
Centre 

Lakehead University 

c/o Student Union 

955 Oliver Road 

Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5E1 

Phone: (807) 343-8813 (answering 
machine) 

E-mail: bgllu@gale.lakeheadu.ca 
Web: www.geocities.com/ 
westhollywood /village/4281 


Lesbian, gay and bisexual positive space on 
campus. 


"Rye PRIDE 

Ryerson University 

c/o RyeSAC 

380 Victoria Street, Rm. A62 
Toronto, ON M5B 1W7 

Phone: (416) 979-5000 ex. 7527 
Fax: (416) 597-6575 

E-mail: ryepride@acs.ryerson.ca 
Web: stw.ryerson.ca/~ryepride 


Multicultural, social, political and support 


group for lesbian, gay, bisexual or otherwise 
queer people at Ryerson. 
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*QOUT - Queers of the University of 
Toronto 

42 A St. George Street 

Toronto, ON MSS 2E4 

Phone: (416) 925-9872 ex. 2041 

E-mai]: LGBOUT@campuslife.utoronto.ca 
Web: www.campuslife.utoronto.ca/ 
groups/Igbout/ 


LGBT OUT provides social, political and 
educational activities and resources to the 
Unveersily of Toronto gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgendered communities. 


“Transgendered, Bisexual, Lesbian and 
Gay Alliance of York (TBLGAY) 

C449 Student Centre 

York University 

4900 Keele Streel 

Toronto, ON M3j 1P3 

Phone: (416) 736-2100 ex. 20494 
E-mail: tblgay@yorku.ca 


TBLGAY provides referrals, peer counselling, 
social services, resource materials and a safe 
space for the trans, bisexual, lesbian and gay 
community of York University. 


Gays and Lesbians of Waterloo (GLOW) 
Student Life Center, Room 2119 
University of Waterloo 

Waterloo, ON N2L 3G1 

Phone: (519) 884-GLOW 

E-mail: gltow@watserv1.uwaterloo.ca 
Web: www.csclub,uwaterloo.ca/clubs/ 
glow/ 


Weekly discussion groups and social, phone 
line, lending library, dances and other 
activities. Services available for LGBT 
students at the U. of Waterloo and the 
community at large. 


‘Global (Gays, Lesbians or Bisexuals at 
Laurier) 

Wilfrid Laurier University 

Waterloo, ON N2L 3C5 

E-mail: 00global@mach1.wlu.ca 

Web: www.wlu.ca/~wwwecelubs/www/ 
global.html 


This is a place where gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgendered persons of Laurier and 
their friends and allies are welcomed and 
supported. Provides a network of support, 
information and formative action to the queer 
community at Laurier, 


*Oul on Campus Gay Lesbian Student 
Association 

University of Windsor 

SAC Office, 401 Sunset Street, 2nd Floor 
Windsor, ON N9B 3P4 

Phone: (519) 254-5067 

E-mail: outonuw@uwindsor.ca 

Web: www?2.uwindsor.ca/~autonuw 


Social group for lesbians, gays and bisexuals 
in the University of Windsor commumity. 


Quebec 


Groupe Gai de I’Université Laval 
2223 Pavillon Pollack 

Université Lava! 

Québec G1K 7P4 

Phone: (418) 656-2131 ex. 8950 

Fax: (418)656-2866 

E-mail: ggul@public.ulaval.ca 

Web: www.algi.qc.ca/asso/ggul.html 


Bishop’s University’s Pink Triangle 
Association 

PO Box 2133, Bishop’s University 
Lennoxville, QC JIM 127 

Phone: (819) 822-9600 (ask for SRC office) 
Fax: (819) 822-9747 

E-mail: bishopsPTA@hotmail.com 


Social organization providing a supportive 
atmosphere for glbt people to come out to. Peer 
support and activism on campus. 


*Queer McGill 
McGill University 
3480 McTavish Street, Rm. 429 
Montreal, QC H3A 1X9 
Phone: (514) 398-6822 

Fax (514) 398- 
7490 

E-mail: Ibgtm@ 
vub.mcegill.ca 
Web: 
ssmu.mcgill.ca/ 
clubs /Ibgtm / 


Queer McGill 
organizes social 
events, discussion 
groups and 
political responses 
for students of 
McGill University 
as well as for 
members of the 
LGBT community 
of Montreal. 


Saskatchewan 


"Gays Bisexuals Lesbians at the U of R 
(GBLUR) 

University of Regina 

c/o CFS 

Regina, SK S4S 0A2 

E-mail: garion@cableregina.com 


Open to all GLB or GLB friendly students, 
staff and employees of the University of Regina 


University of Saskatchewan 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Centre 

Rm. 104 MUB, U. of Saskatchewan 
Students’ Union 

Saskatoon, SK S7N 0WO 

Phone: (306) 966-6615 

Fax: (306) 966-6978 

E-mail: ussu_lgb@sask.usask.ca 


LGB Centre holds discussion groups, 
workshops and panels on a variety of sexual 
orientation, gender and sexuality issues; 
provides referrals to queer and trans friendly 
counsellors and health care services in the 
community and maintains a library and 
resource files. 
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Aunnn' the Hash 


Yes, were wearing red dresses. What are you gonna do about it? 


By Alison Terry 


red dresses. The odd faintheart had put to 

gether some combination of red shorts or top 
to mimic the required red dress uniform; but while he 
was briefly ridiculed for his cowardice, he was 
nevertheless permitted to join. 

I was participating in the Ottawa Hash House 
Harriers annual Red Dress Run. The club was started 
in Kuala Lampur in 1938 by a British expatriate 
named Albert Gispert. Named after the Selangor 
Club which, due to its lacklustre food, was com- 
monly referred to as the Hash House, it now boasts 
branches in cities around the world. They bill them- 
selves as a drinking club with a running problem, 
which is true enough as far as it goes. Most regular 
hash runs are primarily running with food and 
beverages afterwards (although admittedly there is 
often a beer break somewhere in the middle also), but 
the Red Dress Run is the annual extravaganza, a kind 
of pub craw! on the run, in which the participants are 
obliged to wear red dresses. 

Ido not know why red dresses came to be the 
uniform around which this mun is centred, but as a 
trannie, I have often found the reactions of conven- 
tionally gendered men to women’s clothing to be 


B: my count there were 47 of us, most wearing 
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ambiguous. Beneath the superficial disdain, there is 
also undoubtedly a prurient interest, some psycho- 
sexual urge they need to satisfy from time to time. I 
decided I would explore this issue further. 

As a not incidental side benefit, my mission 
also enabled me to run carefree around the city ina 
red dress. 

As I had suspected, most of the men participat- 
ing were not nearly so well accesorized as I, it being 
the prime directive of men that when wearing wom- 
en’s clothing one is obliged to look as goofy as 
possible in order not to appear as if one is actually 
enjoying it. Although breasts are not considered a 
prerequisite for the red dress run, some participants 
arrived sporting strategically located overinflated 
balloons. I wondered how the women felt about this 
display of female mimicry, as it seemed to me to 
verge near ridicule, but the women in the run - and 
the hash is by no means exclusively male - seemed 
good natured about it all. Perhaps they suspected 
that it was only a harmless bit of camouflagedbreast 
envy. 

Anyway, there we were, 47 men and women in 
red dresses roiling on the sidewalk in front of the 
Town House Motor Hotel in downtown Ottawa. 
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After the goofy looking dresses, the second big 
difference between hashers and trannies becomes 
evident. Where we might be inclined to fade quietly 
into the backdrop, the hashers are aggressively 
calling attention to themselves. Whenever someone 
would honk - and there was quite a lot of that going 
on - a portion of our crowd would surge into the 
street, hooting and hollering and otherwise asserting 
that, yes, we're wearing red dresses. What are you 
gonna do about it? 

Finally, we were off. Generally it takes some 
running around to determine which way to go, as 
arrows marked on the pavement are deliberately 
vague in order to allow stragglers to catch up with 
the group. However, the bloodhounds at the front of 
the pack soon located the path that led to our first 
pub on Laurier Avenue and we invaded it like a 
marauding army. We had paid our ten dollars to the 
run administrator prior to setting off, so all that we 
were required to do at this point was mingle, talk, 
drink and occasionally roar, while the administrator 
paid the barmaid for all the pitchers of ale she was 
pouring. 

l ended up talking with a woman I had met on 
a previous run. She gave me one of those knowing 
smiles and sidelong glances that demonstrated that 
she knew what I was up to. I always enjoy making 
this type of connection with a woman. A man is 
usually too obtuse to notice, but it's rare you'll slip 
matching lipstick and a divine purse past a woman. 

Our next stop was Elgin Street. On the way 
there, while I was jogging across the bridge over the 
canal], I realized the men suddenly didn’t look so 
goofy anymore. Having by now lost their ridiculous 
inflated breasts, they were less self conscious about 
what they were wearing and most of their dresses 
now looked almost becoming. At the very least, they 
looked normal. This same principle inevitably under- 
mines the comedy behind crossdressing sitcoms. 
Aside from our programmed reactions, there is 
nothing inherently funny about a man wearing 
women’s clothing. The gimmick turns banal pretty 
fast. Its lack of humour becomes especially obvious 
when there’s nothing behind the feeble first joke. 

Still, not everyone on the road had achieved 
this elevated state of consciousness. Mouths agape, 
they would shout, “What are you doing?”, their 
voices fading as we’d run by. I always left it to 
someone behind me to explain, but ] doubt that 
anyone did. 

It’s remarkably easy to make friends with 46 
other people when you’re drinking and running 
around the city with them. There’s no room to bea 
wallflower and people are not shy about speaking 
up. Exiting the pub on Elgin Street, one woman told 

me, with a big smile on her face, that I made “an ugly 


woman.” I was hurt, but, despite my previous 
observation about the perspicacity of women, con- 
soled myself with the thought that this is what she 
thought I wanted to hear. Her more perceptive friend, 
looking embarrassed, took her aside and whispered 
something in her ear. 

By the time we had run back up to Sparks 
Street, we were a ragged looking bunch. It was a 
humid evening and perspiration was leaving unlady- 
like damp patches on our dresses. We managed a 
rousing chorus of ‘O Canada’ on Parliament Hill, the 
mounties watching us warily, (typical Canadians, we 
got the words wrong) and then jogged back across 
the canal to a strip joint in the Byward Market. 

Whether it was my imagination, I cannot say, 
but the women performers seemed especially to 
enjoy our presence. There was no show going on 
when we came in, but they all came down from their 
dressing rooms upstairs and smiled warmly at us 
while we thundered in. They seemed to enjoy it even 
more when one of our comrades took the stage and 
performed a brilliant parody of a strip in front of the 
glum faced male customers. His sexual posturing, 
complete with curling and probing tongue, was an 
inspired performance and a send up of the phony 
eroticism of strip clubs. It finally occurred to the 
owner that maybe it wasn’t such a good idea leaving 
him up there because ail 47 of us were eventually 
corralled into one corner of the bar, like naughty 
schoolchildren. By that time we had drunk our quota 
anyway, and so thundered out again, with the 
women smiling at us and waving goodbye while the 
glum faced men attacked their drinks once more. 

Next stop was a gay bar. I found myself near 
the bar performing the crucial role of beer dispenser 
to the multitudes while most everyone else took over 
the dance floor. Here I met a woman who wanted to 
know whether we were gay. 

“Some of us are, I suppose,” I said. Although 
this seemed to me appropriately vague, she took 
offence and started to fume about straights in “our 
bar”. She threatened to sue us if we broke any of her 
photos, which she indicated to me on the walls and 
which, although my friends were dancing with some 

gusto, seemed in no imminent danger. I watched her 
as if she were an object of curiosity, like some wind 
up toy that had suddenly and inexplicably cranked 
itself up and was now chattering and flapping and 
lurching about. While I was watching, her friend 
came by and rolled her away, telling me in a pleasant 
voice not to pay attention. I shrugged my shoulders, 
smiled and shook my head, too baffled to be of- 
fended. 

The final stop was yet another Byward Market 
pub, where I had the luxury of a bar stool to contem- 
plate what I had just experienced. I concluded that 
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Read My Lips: Sexual Subversion and the 
End of Gender, by Riki Anne Wilchins. 
Firebrand Books, ISBN 1-56341-090-7 


(paper). 


By Teddy Michaels 


Each year following Ottawa's Pride Parade, 
some uptight, middle class queers write to the local 
newspapers to complain that the editors have chosen 
to print photos of flamboyant drag queens and 
crossdressers rather than upstanding, “normal” gays. 
Invariably the letter writers are magnanimous to the 
gender trash, ending their letters with a Seinfeldian 
“not that there’s anything wrong with that”, but the 
implication is clear. If the straights see only “normal” 
gays, it will be much easier for them to accept us. 

Riki Anne Wilchins would have no patience 
with this. Wilchins believes that gay liberation has 
given in to political pragmatism, a focus on main- 
stream acceptance that “will gain for acceptable 
queers full civil rights, while largely bypassing the 
issues of those queerer queers who might upset the 
civil rights apple cart by distressing the straight 
power structure.” It is, she contends, the failure of 
identity politics. Liberation movements that begin 
with the best of intentions inevitably decide who is 
allowed to join and “then barricade the gates to 
prevent the barbarians from invading.” They begin to 
take on the characteristics of the system they were 
initially designed to overthrow. Inevitably, the only 
people who are represented are “those fortunate 
enough to possess the luxury of a simple and uncom- 
plicated oppression.” 

Before I give the impression that Read My Lips 
is a stern revolutionary tract, I should mention that it 
is also very funny. Wilchins has an acerbic wit that 


Runnin’ the Hash (continued) 


whatever psychosexual elements may have been at 
play in the Red Dress Run, the prime purpose of the 
red dress was the shedding of inhibition. It is a 
festival of dancing, drinking and running conducted 
at a frenetic pace that is totally incongruent with 
introspection. It fairly demands that you throw 
yourself into it. Here at last was the lesson of the 
night: live life! 

At some point afterwards, I observed our 
group had dwindled and that we were now in the 
minority, with normal people reasserting themselves 
on the dance floor. Our bacchanalian carnival had 
wound down. It was time to go. 

Stepping outside onto York street, I realized 
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she uses liberally. Most trannies who have been 
through the gender mill will find it hilarious. For 

example, here is the definition for Genderpathophilia 
from the Subversive Glossary at the back of the book: 


(1) An obsessive fear or need to pathologize any kind of 
gender behavior that makes you uncomfortable; (2) a dread 
disease that strikes nine out of ten American psychiatrists. 


Wilchins writes with honesty about childhood 
incest and her murderous impulses toward her 
father. The biographical, humourous and theoretical 
bits all fit together to form a compelling read. There 
are also lengthy and welcome observations on trans 
eroticism and relationships (or their lack): 


Loneliness, and the inability to find partners, is one of the 
best-kept secrets in the transcommunity. It’s something 
many of us carry around like a private shame, a secret 
wound we hide from view. This is because we are con- 
vinced the isolation only confirms our deepest fears - that 
we are somehow deficient. It should remind us instead, 
once again, that the personal is political. 


Read My Lips moves the idea of trans liberation 
upstream, beyond the restrictive limits of identity 
politics. 


. culture not only oppresses women, it also creates the 
identity woman. The same goes for the identity of homo- 
sexual, transgender and so on. As long as we do not pay 
attention to this dual nature of power, we'll continue to 
overlook the oppressive side effects of our own production 
of identity. 


Read My Lips is a must have for the well stocked trans 
library. 


the world had changed. Where several hours earlier I 
had been safe and hadn’t given a second thought to 
wearing my red dress, now I was alone in some 
parallel hostile universe where young louts felt 
compelled to harass me from their cars. I muttered to 
myself about their utter lack of originality. The mere 
sight of apparent gender incongruity sets them off 
like Pavlov’s dog. For a second, I had a vague 
memory from adolescence of my behaving in ways 
that seemed to be expected of me or of keeping quiet 
when I had no need to, and I pitied them. 

Feeling calm, I took a deep breath of night air 
and made my way home. 
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TRANS CANADA 


An introduction to new groups listed on Triple Echo's 
cross Canada listing. Complete contact information for all 
groups follows. 


Gender Metaphor 


Gender Metaphor is the newest support group in 
Ottawa; however that is not to say that the group 
lacks experience in transgender issues. While we 
welcome anyone who identifies as being 
transgendered, either male to female or female to 
male, our expertise is with transgendered couples. 

As anyone transgendered can attest, this is a very 
difficult lifestyle at the best of times, being married 
makes the lifestyle even more so. Gender Metaphor’s 
director Michelle Renee is proud to be part of 
Ottawa’s GLBT community; however many 
transgendered members do not understand the need 
to be part of that community. While many gay/ 
lesbian issues affect many transgendered folks, they 
do not apply to every transgendered individual. 
There are a growing number of transgendered 
individuals that are distancing themselves from the 
GLBT community because of one distinct difference: 
gender identity vs sexual orientation. There are many 
gays and lesbians who are also resentful that the 
transgender community has been dumped on them. 
Understandable, because of the issues. One of the 
first questions that will come out of wife's mouth 
when she learns of this lifestyle is “Does this mean 
you are gay?” Well of course the answer is no. This 
being said, many if not all wives fail to see why there 
is a need to be associated with the gay/lesbian 
community because they are not in a same sex 
relationship. Many transgendered folks will not joina 
support group that is associated with Pride or the 
GLBT community. To that end, Gender Metaphor is 
not and will not be associated with Pride. Are the 
members of Gender Metaphor homophobic? The 
answer is no. What it means is that those 
transgendered individuals who are in a married 
relationship, still have the right and the need for 
proper support, while recognizing their feelings 
related to gender identity. 

Gender Metaphor does provide and offer indi- 
vidual support to those who require it. This is 

provided by a number of “Big Sisters”. This support 
ranges from the first make over, to one on one 
shopping trips for the first wig to the first pair of 
heels. The “Big Sister” idea is aimed at getting 
transgendered individuals out of the closet at their 
own speed and level of comfort. Support group 
socials range from 2-3 couples meeting together up to 
a social of the entire membership. Outings may 


include dinner out at a local restaurant, an evening 
out dancing, or their first accompanied shopping 
trip in the gender of their choice. 

Gender Metaphor also offers support to those who 
are about to tell their spouses, and to those 
who have just told their spouse and need help. Wives 
of the transgendered can expect a great deal of 
peer support from other wives who have been 
through the emotions of this newfound knowledge. 
Many of their fears are put to rest from peers who 
have undergone the same emotional stress. 

Our group has also reached out to parents of 
transgendered youth, who often feel they have 
nobody that they can talk to who fully understands 
the turmoil that they are going through. Due to 
the Internet, many youths are finding out much 
earlier in life that the feelings many of us hid in our 
youth need not be hidden today. 

Gender Metaphor is a non profit charitable organi- 
zation. The group is capable of fund raising 
through various venues. Through donations and 
interaction with organizations such as Sick Kids 
Hospital, Canadian Cancer Association and the like, 
people will be educated to the positive aspects of the 
transgender community. It is hoped that the general 
community will come to appreciate that all males in 
skirts are not gay. Public interaction of the group is 
carried out by the Executive. 

Our group is also unique in that it sponsors an on- 
line support group, which is available to 
anyone transgendered or their spouses or parents. 
Regular chats are scheduled monthly with 
specialized topics and agendas. The group may be 
joined at:: 
http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/transgendersupport 


Michelle Renee 


Winnipeg Transgender Support Group 


The Winnipeg Transgender Support Group was 
founded in 1998. It offers nonjudgmental peer sup- 
port and information for transgendered folk, 
whether MTF, FIM, or anyone unsure of where they 
are on the spectrum.It lobbies for better medical 
services and legal rights for the transgendered and it 
works to educate the public about transgender issues. 
We can be contacted online at www.pangea.ca/~wtsg 
or at the Winnipeg Gay and Lesbian Resource Centre 
at 204-284-5208. 


Rachel Morgan 
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We endeavour to keep this list current and accurate, but 
cannot guarantee the information. Please advise us if you 
are aware of any changes that have been made. 


Alberta 


Illusions Transgendered Society of Alberta 

426 - 8 Avenue, S.E., 

Calgary, AB, T2G OL7 

(403) 265-7789 

E-Mail: bnblethr@cadvision.com 

Web: http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood / 
Village/5276/ 


Illusions provides a safe, discreet atmosphere in which 
crossdressers and transsexuals can meet others. Social events. 


Phi Sigma 

PO Box 81115, 755 Lake Bonavista Dr SE, 
Calgary, AB, T2) 7C9. 

(403) 271-6247 


Phi Sigma is a chapter of The Society for the Second Self and is 
open to male, heterosexual crossdressers. 


Edmonton Transgender Support Line 
(780) 988-3738 


Illusions in Edmonton 

Box 1852, Main Post Office, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 2P2 
(780) 488-3234 
edm_illusions@huno.com 


British Columbia 


BC FIM Network 

P.O. Box 10, 1895 Commercial Drive 
Vancouver, BC, VSN 4A6 

(604) 254-7292 

E-mail: bcftmnet@hotmail.com 


The BC FTM Network offers peer support and information for 
female-to-males, their partners, family, friends and allies. There 
is a limited lending library of books, videos and newsletters and a 
support/discussion group that meets twice a month. It is open to 
anyone assigned female at birth who identifies as male some or all 
of the time, regardless of where that person is at in regard to 
transitioning or not. 


Cornbury Society 

PO Box 3745, 

Vancouver, BC, V3B 1Z1 

(604) 862-1321 

E-mail: cornbury@bc.sympatico.ca 

Web: www.transgender.org/tg/cornbury / 


Social/support group for male, heterosexual crossdressers. 
Spouses and partners welcome. Meetings, monthly newsletter. 
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Trans/ Action 

c/o 620 - 1033 Davie Street 
Vancouver, BC, V6E 1M7 
(604) 687-8752 

E-mail: bfindlay@imag.net 


A political action group which is advocationg changes to human 
rights and doing educational work on trans issues. 


Zenith Foundation 

8415 Granville Street, PO Box 46, 
Vancouver, BC, V6P 4Z9 

Phone (604) 261-1695 

Fax (604) 266-4469 

Web: www.GenderWeb.org/~zenith/ 


Zenith Foundation - Victoria Chapter 
Ste 303, 955 Cook St, 

Victoria, BC, V8V 3Z1 

(250) 384-4635 


Zenith is a charitable non-profit foundation. Its objectives are to 
work toward improving the security and circumstances of people 
with gender dysphoria, primarily transsexuals. Main aims are in 
education, information and advocacy, support and counselling. 
There is also a social component. Primary publication is the 
bimonthly Zenith Digest. 


Manitoba 


Prairie Rose Gender Club 
PO Box 23 Grp 4 RR1, 
Dugald, MB, ROE 0KO 
(204) 257-2759 


Winnipeg Transgender Support Group 
(204) 284-5208 (Winnipeg Gay/Lesbian Resource Centre) 
E-Mail: wtsg@pangea.ca/~wtsg/ 


Nova Scotia 


ATG (Atlantic TransGender) in Halifax 
E-Mail: atggrp@geocities.com 
Web: www.geocities.com/WestHollywood /7557/ 


ATG provides a safe haven for transgendered individuals and 
those who share their lives. Contact via internet. 


ValleyPRIDE (Kentville) 
E-Mail: mike.giffin@ns.sympatico.ca, 
Web: www.geocities.com/WestHollywood /Heights/2377/ 


An informal social gathering of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 


transgendered and two-spirited persons who are out and about in 
the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia. Meetings and social events. 
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Ontario 


Canadian Boyz and SOFFAs 

Chapter of American Boyz FTM Support Network 
Marcus Charles Frappier (416) 466-0235 

E-Mail: mc@oil.ca 

Web: www.netgsi.com/~listwrangler/ 


Canadian Crossdressers Club - Wildside (Toronto) 
161 Gerrard St E, Toronto, ON, MSA 2E4 

(416) 921-6112 

E-Mail: info@wildside.org 

Web: www.wildside.org/ 


Affiliated with Wildside, a store for crossdressers and drag 
queens. 


Gender Mosaic of Ottawa 

PO Box 7421, Vanier, ON, K1L 8E4 

(819) 770-1945 

E-Mail: gender_mosaic@geocities.com 

Web: www.geocities.com/WestHollywood /9630/ 


Gender Mosaic is a non-profit support group which serves the 
trans community in Ottawa and surrounding area. Services 
include monthly social, discussion and spouse/partner support 
meetings, a bimonthly newsletter and a lending library. 


Gender Metaphor 

Ottawa Transgender Support and Outreach 

PO Box 47060, Ottawa, ON, K1B 5P9 

E-mail: gender-metaphor@ottawa.com 

Web: www.geocities.com/WestHollywood /3190/ 


ON.FTM 

378 - 532 Montreal Road, Ottawa, ON, K1K 4R4 
(613) 728-7776 

E-Mail: onftm@cyberus.ca 


Female to Male ts/tg network for anyone assigned female at birth 
who identify all or part of the time as male. Information, peer and 
partner support, socials and discussion. 


Ottawa TS Discussion Group 

P.O Box 42067, RPO St. Laurent, 
Ottawa, ON, K1K 4L8 

E-mail: ts-ottawa@canada.com 

Web: members.xoom.com/ottawats/ 


Provides a safe forum for all transsexuals and intersexuals in 
Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec. Social/support meetings. 
Lending library. 


SOS Club - TS (in Toronto) 

Support for Spouses of Transsexuals in transition 
C/O The 519 Church St. Community Centre 

519 Church Street, Toronto, ON, M4Y 2C9 
E-Mail: sosclub@idirect.ca 

Web: webhome.idirect.com/~players/ 
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Toronto Transition Support 
c/o The 519 Church St. Community Centre 
519 Church Street, Toronto, ON, M4Y 2C9 


Transsexual Menace - Toronto 
E-mail: sarah@interlog.com 
Web: www.interlog.com/~sarah/menace.htm 


Two Spirited People of First Nations (Toronto) 
(416) 944-9300 


Xpressions 

PO Box 223, Station A, Toronto, ON, M5W 1B2 
(416) 410-6949 

E-Mail: xpressions@xpressions.org 

Web: www.xpressions.org 


Not-for-profit, open, social and support group. Monthly newslet- 
ter and quarterly publication, Monarch. 


Hamilton Transsexual Peer Support Group 

(905) 528-0207 Ext. 43 

E-mail: janet@interlynx.net 

Web: www.geocities.com/WestHollywood /Cafe/8922 


Intersex Society of Canada 

PO Box 1076, Haliburton, ON KOM 1S0 

E-mail: mholmes@isna.org 

Web: www3.sympatico.ca/morgan.holmes/AFC.WWW 


Peterborough TG Support 
Contact Shari Warfield 

(705) 748-6711, Voice Mail #43 
Fax (705) 748-2577 


Prince Edward Island 


Gay, Lesbian, Bi and Transgendered Community Support 
(Charlottetown) 

53 Grafton Street, Charlottetowne, PE, CLA 1K8 

(902) 892-4163 

E-mail: mark.smith@isn.net 


Quebec 


FACT Quebec 
PO Box 293, 5858 Cote de Neiges Blvd, 
Montreal, PQ, H3S 2S6 


Le Spectre (Montreal) 
(514) 528-1700 
Contact Michelle de Ville. 


Travestis Montreal 
E-Mail: mac@mlink.net 
Web: www.mlink.net/~mac/tvm.html 


Action Sante: Travesti(e)s et Transsexual(le)s du Quebec 
Pager (514) 851-7674 


Information, resources, support and workshops for the Montreal 
area. 


Rachel Steen 


